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NEED OF THE HOUR 


OVER 500,000 refugees in the 
North-East were affected by the Sri 
Lankan government decision to end 
the issue of dry rations from 1 August 
to those living outside refugee camps. 
These refugees live with friends or 
relatives without any source of 
income. Although the decision was 
retracted later in the month after 
vehement protests by political parties 
and NGOs, the issue of dry rations 
has been delayed by bureaucratic 
bungling in Colombo resulting in 
hardship and starvation. There are 
more refugees outside camps as a 
result of the congested and insanitary 
conditions in the camps. Moreover, 
fear of abductions of refugees from 
camps followed by torture and 
disappearance keeps people away. 


During August, the Army curtailed 
transport of medicine to the 
Paduvankarai area in the Batticaloa 
District, where large number of 
refugees live under trees and 
makeshift shelters. Further restric- 
tions have been imposed on transport 
of drugs to Batticaloa from Colombo 
and those supplying medicine and 
equipment to hospitals in the 
North-East must obtain permission 
from Joint Operations Command. It 
appears that the authorities plan to 
impose restrictions in the East on 
food and medicine to the same level 
as in the North. 


In mid - August, The Sri Lankan 
government published 48 items 
banned including fuel and medicine 
from being transported to the North. 
The economic blockade and the 
continuous curfew for a month during 
the Elephant Pass battle, have 
aggravated the agony of the people, 
particularly the refugees. Thousands 
of families displaced as a result of 
bombing and shelling in the Elephant 
Pass area have fled to Point Pedro 


and Murasumoddai. At least ten 
deaths a month are reported in the 
Madhu refugee camp in Mannar 
because of acute shortage of medicine 
and there is widespread disease and 
starvation in the Mullaitivu and 
Kilinochchi Districts. 


Reports indicate that the Sri 
Lankan and Indian governments have 
agreed to return the 210,000 Tamil 
refugees in Tamil Nadu to Sri Lanka 
with the assistance of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). The Sri Lankan 
Rehabilitation Ministry has 
announced that the Pesalai and the 
Thalvupadu refugee camps in the 
Mannar Island have been earmarked 
for the reception of the refugees from 
India. 


Since the assassination of former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
Tamil refugees in India have come 
under increasing pressure, despite the 
fact that the majority are law-abiding 
and have in no way hindered official 
investigations. It has become 
impossible to obtain admission for 
refugee children in Tamil Nadu 
schools and following a Government 


‘Order requiring registration of all Sri 


Lankan refugees outside the camps, 
over 2500 people have been arrested 
for non-compliance, including many 
repatriates who had obtained Indian 
citizenship under the Indo-Ceylon 
Agreement of 1964. . 


The refugees in the North-East are 
suffering without basic needs for life 
and the return of refugees from India 
would no doubt worsen the situation. 
Although there are problems in Tamil 
Nadu, the political climate in Sri 
Lanka is not conducive for the return 
of refugees. 


While complaining that Rupees 200 
million (£2.8 million) is spent on 


refugees every month, the Sri Lankan 
government intends to allocaté Rs 25 
billion (£357 million) for defence next 
year. There seems unlimited resources 
available for destroying lives, but very 
little for saving lives! The need of the 
hour is not a decision on where the 
refugees must live but safeguarding 
their lives. In this respect the services 
of NGOs and the UNHCR are vital. 
The Conference titled AGONY ..... 
in the East conducted by the Tamil 
Information Centre on 7 July called 
upon the UNHCR to establish its 
presence in the East for relief work 
among the refugees. A positive 
response means more lives saved 





TAMILS 
STRANDED IN 
TURKEY 


One hundred and twenty Tamils 
displaced due to the recent war in Iraq 
are believed to be facing severe hardship 
in Turkey. Their passports have been 
taken by the police. They have now 
appealed to the Tamil Refugee Action 
Group (TRAG), a community 
organisation involved in the settlement of 
refugees in the United Kingdom, for help 
in finding a safe country for their stay . 
until the situation improves in Sri Lanka 
for them to returne 





Conference on Racial 
Equality in Europe 


An International Conference on 
Racial Equality is to be held at the 
International Convention Centre, 
Birmingham from 3 - 6 December 
1991. Topics for discussion wilf 
include, Guestworkers, Refugees, 
Citizenship, Travelling people, 
Anti-Semetism, Integration, problems 
of Settlers and Economic Migration. 
For further information contact - 
Gray, Tel; (021) 235 3039/4452. 


Hee a 
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Resolution to impeach President Premadasa 


BEFORE the curtain could come 
down on the coup in the USSR, 
extraordinary events in Sri Lanka set 
the stage for a new drama. Opposition 
and Government parliamentarians, in 
a surprise move, submitted a 
resolution to the Speaker of the Sri 
Lankan Parliament on 27 August for 
the impeachment of President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa. The 
resolution under Article 38(2)(a) of 
the Constitution signed by 124 
members, 47 of them said to be from 
the ruling United National Party 
(UNP), lists 24 charges of abuse of 
power, corruption and illegal land 
transactions. The cover-up following 
the murder of journalist Richard de 
Zoysa is among the accusations. The 
resolution was followed by resignation 
of five Government Ministers, 
including Education Minister Lalith 
Athulathmudali and Labour Minister 
G M Premachandra, who have 
publicly supported the resolution. 


President Premadasa’s counter- 
offensive was to suspend Parliament 
for a month and the next session is 
scheduled to commence on 24 
September, when the resolution is 
expected to be taken up for voting. 
Although the President is empowered 
to dissolve Parliament, Article 70(1) 
(c) of the Constitution forbids him to 
use such power where an impeach- 
ment resolution is entertained by the 
Speaker. The Speaker himself has the 
discretion of rejecting the resolution 
under Article 38(2)(b) on the ground 
that the allegations did not merit 


inquiry. : 


Since the crisis began, President 
Premadasa has appeared in several 
meetings canvassing support and is 
said to have sought the assurance of 
the heads of the armed forces. 
Defence Secretary Gen. Cyril 
Ranatunge in an apparent attempt to 
allay fears of military intervention in 
the crisis, announced that the security 
chiefs have in a written statement 
vowed to protect democracy and 
uphold the constitution. 


If the resolution is passed by a 
two-thirds majority of the 225 
member legislature it must be 
submitted by the Speaker to the 
Supreme Court, which would make a 
determination on the charges against 
the President after hearing his defence 
and report to Parliament. A 
two-thirds majority is required in 
another vote in Parliament for the 
removal of the President. The 
signatories to the resolution are 
confident in obtaining a two-thirds 
majority. 

Although the opposition to 
President Premadasa appears 
overwhelming at this stage, he is not 
without friends. Veteran politician 
and Rural Industrial Development 
Minister S.Thondaman has criticized 
the movers of the resolution. Mr 
Thondaman has every reason to be 
bitter. Two weeks earlier Anton 
Balasingham of the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) had said at a 
press conference that Mr Thondaman 
was welcome at any time to Jaffna for 
talks. The invitation, according to 


IN BRIEF 


Mr Thondaman, followed several 
weeks of behind-the-scene negotia- 
tions. In response Mr Thondaman 
said he would await the proceedings 
of the Parliamentary Select 
Committee appointed on the initiative 
of SLFP MP Mangala Munasinghe to 
discuss the ethnic conflict. 


The resolution provided a common 
meeting ground for the rebels and the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) 
which was riven by an internal power 
struggle. SLFP leader Sirimavo 
Bandaranaike has called on the public 
to act firmly and bring an end to the 
executive presidential system. Most 
Muslim MPs have expressed support 
for President Premadasa and the 
EPRLF members who contested the 
general election under TULF 
nomination, have decided to support 
the resolution. 


The prime objective of the 
Colombo politicians in post- 
independence Sri Lanka has been the 
retention of power at any cost. 
Economic instability, social unrest and 
the ethnic crisis have always been 
secondary issues. The Parliamentary 
Select Committee may survive the 
present bid for power and the 
Thondaman initiative may see the 
light of day. But we can be certain 
about one aspect: The Tamil problem 
cannot be solved in the present 
political structure of Sri Lanka. 
Liberal-minded politicians on all sides 
should come forward to create a new 
social and political order - a new 
nations 





Sri Lankan 
Independence 


Sri Lankan independence in 
1948 was gained easily with- 
out mass mobilisation or 
armed struggle against the 
occupying British as in the 
cases of India and Malaysia. 
Politicians at the time who 
wanted independence did 
not envisage anything more 
than dominion status+ 


First in 
South-Asia 


Sri Lanka was the 
first country in South 
Asia to be granted 
self-government in 
internal affairs and 
universal 
frage under 
Donoughmore Con- 
stitution of 1931+ 


Home Guards’ 


Amparai District by 
adult  suf- 


the | number of attacks 


the paste 


wives to be armed 


Para-military training is to be 
given to wives of Home 
Guards in the villages of 
the 
army and they would be 
armed. There have been 


Civilian Deaths not 
Reportedsays AI 


Reports in the Colombo press of 
incidents in the North-East are 
predominantly derived from state- 
ments from the. government or 
military. These generally refer to 
deaths in combat of ‘terrorists’ 


by | and soldiers but not to deaths of 
Home Guards on civilians in 


civilians, whether in cross-fire, shel- 
ling or as a result of the deliberate 
and illegal action of the forcese 


_—_—. ese 


Tamil Information No. 1 


2 


About Tamil 
Information 
Centre 





( TIC) 


THE Tamil Information Centre 
(TIC) is an NGO concerned with 
Human Rights violations in Sri 
Lanka, in particular, against Tamils. 


The TIC believes that accurate 
information is the key to effective 
action. It forms part of the Inter- 
national communication network at 
the service of the human rights 
community world wide. 


The TIC reports and condemns all 
violation of human rights regardless 
of who perpetrates atrocities and does 
not take a public stand on how a 
political solution can be reached or 
what political solution is best, 
provided that any settlement is based 
on respect for fundamental human 


rights. 
The TIC strives : 


(a) to ensure that the Tamil 
speaking people of Sri Lanka 
have the right to life, liberty, and 
security of person and to freely 
exercise their right of self- 
determination and other 
fundamental rights and freedoms; 


(b) to increase awareness of the 
problems of the Tamil speaking 
people nationally and inter- 
nationally and seek recognition 
of their legitimate rights and 
aspirations and assist in finding 
durable solutions to their 
problems; 


(c) to ensure that the rights and 
aspirations of the Tamil speaking 
people are incorporated in all 
decisions affecting their future; 


(d) to promote human rights 
education among Tamil speaking 
people of Sri Lanka. 


The Centre is open all seven days of 
the week between 10am and 5pm¢ 





Human Rights Conference — 

The TIC organised a one day 
conference in London on 12 May 1991 
on Human Rights Education and 
International Procedures in 
collaboration with Amnesty Inter- 
national. The subjects included 
International Human Rights 
Instruments, campaigning techniques, 
taking issues to the Human Rights 
Commission, [LO and UNESCO and 
the European Court of Human Rights. 
Case studies on the Kurds, Eritrea, 
East Timor and Philippines were also 
discussed. TIC provided a background 
briefing paper for the conference. 
Nearly hundred persons took part in 
the conference, which was followed by 
a cultural programme¢ 


Conference : ‘AGONY... in the 


The conference entitled 
“AGONY...... in the East ” 
organised by TIC was held in London 
on 7 July 1991. Nearly 125 persons 
participated in the programme. The 
papers submitted were on Changing 
Profile of the Eastern region, 
Economic and Administrative changes 
in the Eastern region, Education and 
Employment in the East and Religious 
and Cultural Development in the East. 
A resolution urging increased 
international relief effort was adopted. 
The Conference was followed by a 


cultural event? 


The TIC conducted a survey on 
employment in the Borough of 
Newham and the report on ‘Employ- 
ment and Training for the Tamils 
living in the Borough of Newham’ was 
launched on 17 August 1991. London 
East Training Enterprise Council 
Community Access Director, Mr Paul 
Tayler speaking on the occasion said 
that he was impressed by the work and 
that the report was thorough and 
valuable¢ 


TIC Development Work 


Documentation 

The TIC is involved in collection, 
scientific documentation, and 
dissemination of information relating 
to Tamil speaking people of Sri 
Lanka. The TIC documentation unit is 
responsible for the preparation and 
publication of human rights violations 
and other information. The main users 
of the documentation include human 
rights organisations, researchers, 
refugee organisations and pressure 
groups. A document listing (bibliogra- 
phy) according to accession numbers, 
title, author index and a TIC catalogue 
on bibliographic holdings are in 
preparation. TIC uses an integrated 
format incorporating the develop- 
ments of bibliographic control formats 
by HURIDOCS and PRIO (Oslo)¢ 


Tamil International Who’s Who 


One of the projects of TIC is the 
preparation of a “Tamil Inter- 
national Who’s Who ’. The project 
will be an effort to record systemati- 
cally the whereabouts, achievements 
and potentials of Sri Lankan Tamil 
people all over the world and it is 
envisaged that the final directory will 
include about 10,000 entries. The 
directory would enable the TIC and 
other organisations to identify, assess 
and utilise the hitherto hidden Tamil 
human resources for the benefit of the 
Tamil community and socicty at large. 
It is expected that the directory will be 
useful to public and University 
librarjes, different international and 
national organisations, newspapers, 
educational institutions, different 
professional bodies, government 
departments, businesses and embassies 
and individuals for personal reference¢ 
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August 1 

Detainees not visited: Three hundred 
Tamll speaking detainees Including 50 
Muslims held at Magazine prison, 
Colombo were recently visited by 
members of the TULF and EPRLF. They 
observed that nearly 30 detainees had 
not been visited by thelr parents or 
relatives as the latter could not travel to 
Colombo from the North-East. 
Hill-country leaders arrested: Two 
officials of the Up-Country People’s 
Front,Chelliah the Secretary and 
Atukorale the Vice-President, were 
arrested along with Subramaniam, 
member Town Council, Talawakelle. 
Earlier, the President of the Front, P 
Chandrasekeran and some office- 
bearers were arrested In connection with 
the bomb explosion at the JOC HQ In 
Colombo. 


August 2 

Army patrol ambushed: Two lieutenants 
and four other ranks were killed when an 
army patrol was ambushed and 
reinforcements were attacked by the 
LTTE in the Polonnaruwa area. The 
Government report of the Incident 
stated that 20 soldiers of the patrol were 
missing. 

Abduction of plantation youth: Velu 
Rajendram of Portswood estate In 
Nuwara Ellya was abducted on 30th July 
by unknown persons. Earller, plantation 
youths, Navaratnam of Lovers Leap 
estate, Mangappan of Hawaellya estate 
and Kamaliahasan of Rallway Quarters 
were abducted by unknown persons. 
India to deport refugees: All Sri Lankans 
with LITE connections would be 
deported from India, according to 
Indian Home Minister, $.B.Chavan. Only 
around 30,000 of the 100,000 Tamil 
refugees outside camps In India have 
complled with the requirement to 
register with the police. 


August 3 

Refugee children denied education: 
Government colleges In Madras were 
verbally Instructed by the Directorate of 
Collegiate Education that Srl Lankan 
refugee children should not be given 
admission. 


August 5 

Trinco residents ordered to register: 
Under police orders, all residents who 
took up residence In Trinco town after 
July 1989 should register at the police 
station. 
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August 6 

Call-up of volunteer force: President 
Premadasa by proclamation ordered 
the mobilisation of the 7th volunteer 
force of the Gajaba Regiment. 


August 7 

Arrest at Thandikulam: Two Tamils 
carrying torch batteries for thelr personal 
use were arrested at Thandikulam 
checkpoint and thelr belongings 
confiscated. 


August 8 

Soldiers killed at Paranthan: In the 
fighting around Paranthan near 
Elephant Pass, six soldiers were killed 
and 52 wounded. 


August 9 

Casualties at Elephant Pass: In heavy 
fighting north and south of Elephant Pass 
army camp, eleven soldiers were killed 
and 50 wounded. The army claimed to 
have killed 150 LTTE fighters. 
Shortcomings at Batticaloa hospital: No 
surgery Is performed at Batticaloa 
hospital for want of oxygen cylinders 
and no x-rays are possible for lack of 
films.Whereas there were 32 medical 
officers earller,.now only ten remain. Only 
one ambulance serves both the base 
and peripheral hospitals preventing 
surgery at the Baftticaloa hospital. 


August 10 


North-East youths arrested In Hill- 
Country: Following the Colombo JOC 
bomb explosion, 37 Tamil youths from 
the North-East were arrested from the 
Nuwara Ellya and Badulla areas during 
July/August. 


August 11 


Government ban: Among 48 items 
banned by the Government from 
being transported to the North are 
medicine, fertiliser, soap, cement and 
fuel. 


Soldier in Jaffna hospital: A wounded 
soldier who was taken captive by the 
LTTE at Elephant Pass was admitted to 
the Jaffna hospital. 


August 12 


Refugees deprived of rations: Tamil 
Refugees from the North-East at Matale 


were denled free rations from Ist August, 
although refugees of other communities 
recelved rations. 

Shortage In the North: People arriving 
from the North sald that there was an 
unprecedented food and fuel shortage 
In the area. 

Tamil Refugees denled free rations: Tamil 
refugees from Bafticaloa who moved to 
Haputale In the hill country to stay with 
relatives were denied free rations during 
August. 


August 13 


Post Offices deny use of Tamil: In the 
post offices of Badulla, Bandarawela 
and Wellmada areas, no business can 
be transacted In Tamil although large 
sections of the population are Plantation 
Tamils. 

Arms for Sinhala colonists: Sinhala 
colonist families In the Mahawell **P’’ 
zone near Batticaloa are provided with 
arms and ammunition. Mini army camps 
have also been established In the 
vicinity. 

No Tamil medium courses: The Diploma 
Course In Managment at the Open 
University Is belng conducted only In 
English and Sinhala despite Government 
assurance that Tamil would also be a 
medium of Instruction. 

Official forms only In Sinhala & English: 
Application forms for flood rellef In the 
predominantly Tamil Batticaloa are 
belng Issued only In Sinhala and 
English.This has resulted In difficulties for 
Tamll and Muslim flood-rellef applicants. 
No Tamil- speaking officers: At the 
Badulla National Savings Bank, there are 
no Tamil-speaking officers. Only 
customers with a knowledge of Sinhala 
are able to transact business. 

Post Office rejects Tamil money order: A 
money order made out In Tamil from the 
Trinco P.O. was refused encashment at 
the Colombo Nawala P.O. on the 
ground that M.Os should be written In 
Sinhala or English. 

Refugees In Batticaloa: According to a 
report of the Batticaloa Government 
Agenf, there are 34,721 refugees 
belonging to 8,029 familles In refugee 
camps; 44,631 members of 10,520 
families are living with frlends and 
relatives; 64,000 familles have lost their 
livelihood. 


August 14 


Arrest of plantation youth: Thirty 
plantation Tamil youths who entered the 
Badulla town were arrested for not 
possessing Identity cards. Tarnll youths 
employed In shops and hotels continue 
to be arrested on the same pretext. 
Abduction In Kattankudy: P.Rupanes- 
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woararaja of Kattankud! was abducted 
from his home by an armed gang on 
24th July. His bullet rdden body was 
found later at the Karpala Junction 
according to a complaint made by his 
29-year old wife Pushparanee. 

Attack on TELO members: Two TELO 
members were killed and two Injured 
when a grenade was thrown at thelr 
vehicle at Arayampathy In Batticaloa. 
Massacre In Amparal: Nineteen Tamil 
peasants from Chavalakadal In the 
Amparal District were abducted by a 
ten-member armed gang which 
Included a policeman. The victims were 
hacked to death later In the Central 
Camp area according to a statement 
by EPRLF. 


_ August 16 

Soldiers killed In LITE attack: Two soldiers 
were killed and 13 wounded when the 
newly-establlshed Vetirilalkern! supply 
camp, east of Elephant Pass was 
attacked by the LTTE. 


August 17 

Skeletons In wells: Twentytwo human 
skeletons believed to be of those who 
disappeared during the 1990 army 
advance on Jaffna Fort were recovered 
from wells at Naranthanal In Kayts. 


August 18 

War damage In Batticaloa: Batticaloa 
has suffered a loss of Rs.49.2million 
(£700,000) as a result of destruction of 
property, according to a Local Govern- 
ment Department source. 


August 19 


Permits for medicine : Medicine was 
banned from belng transported to 
Batticaloa unless with permits from the 
JOC. The Rehabilitation Ministry ordered 
that unloading of rellef shipments would 
be made at Kankesanthural port Instedd 
of Point Pedro. 


August 20 

Soldiers killed In Amparal: Five soldiers 
were killed when an army patrol was 
ambushed by the LTTE at Nagahawatte 
In Amparal District. 


People flee shelling: Frequent 
shelling from the Karainagar naval 
base has forced all residents from 
Ponnalai and Moolai in Jaffna to flee 
to other areas. 


AUGUST DIARY 


Factory closed in Jaffna: In the 
North, 145,000 persons have lost their 
jobs during the last 12 months. The 
Ceynor factory in Jaffna, making fibre 
glass boats for fishing, and employing 
250 persons was closed. 


August 21 


Sinhala-Muslim clash: In the communal 
violence Involving Sinhalese and Muslims 
at Beruwela, south of Colombo, several 
houses and shops belonging to both 
communities were burnt and four 
persons were killed. Curfew was Imposed 
In the area on 21st August. 


August 22 


Commission to probe ‘‘disappeared”’ In 
Batticaloa: The Presidential Commission 
of Inquiry Into the Involuntary Removal 
of Persons called for particulars of the 
persons *‘disappeared”’ In the Battica- 
loa district. 


August 23 


Parllamentary Select Committee: 
Parllament unanimously approved the 
motion for the appointment of a 43 
member Parllamentary Select Commit- 
tee to find a solution to the ethnic 
problem. 


August 24 


Disruption of food supply to Mullaltivu 
and Kilinochchi: Four hundred and 
seventy six tonnes of food supply to 
Mullaltivu and another four hundred and 
seventy six tonnes to Killnochchi taken 
from Colombo by ship were held af 
Point Pedro harbour due to lack of 
transport and continuous curfew. As a 
consequence people In these districts 
are undergowing severe hardship. 


August 25 


Permission granted to take soap: 
Defence ministry has now granted 
permission to take asprins to Jaffna. 
Each person Is also allowed to take 12 
cakes of soap according to defence 
sources. ; 
Deaths In Jaffna: An assessment by 
Jaffna secretariat Indicate that between 
June 1990 and July 1991, 1200 persons 
were killed In the Jaffna District alone. 


August 26 

Leaflet campaign in the East: The 
Defence Ministry dropped leafiets from 
alr In Batticaloa and Trincomalee. The 
leaflets perported to appeal to parents 


In the area, sald that most of the Tigers 
killed In the Elephant Pass battle were 
from the Eastern region. The parents 
were requested fo save thelr children 
from the LTTE. 


August 27 


New Army camp established: Security 
forces established a new militan~camp 
near Thimilatheevu Vishnu Temple and a 
check point at the border of Kathan- 
kuddl and Arayampathy In the Battica- 
loa District. 


August 28 


Vankalal ambush: Nine soldiers were 
killed In an ambush by LTTE In Vankalal In 
Mannar District. 


August 29 

Attack on military camp: LTTE attacked 
a military camp In Aranthalawa In 
Vavunlya District. 

Killing by Security forces: One person 
was shot dead by Security forces at 
Mankernl In Batticaloa alleging that he 
was an LTTE member. 


August 31 


Visit of A.l.delegation: Amnesty Inter- 
national delegation to Sri Lanka 
Interviewed victims of human rights 
violations and thelr relatives from the 
North-East residing In other parts of the 
country. The delegation decided to 
cancel Its visit to the East because of 
threats by *‘death squads’’. (Al ASA 
37/14/91) 
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Third World Bears the Burden of Retugee 


AN effective and easily accessible 
system is the primary and often the 
most urgent need of a person who 
leaves his country of origin for fear of 
persecution in order to seek refuge 
and protection elsewhere. 


According to the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), there are an estimated 
17.5 million refugees throughout the 
world, an increase of 2 million within 
the last two years. Europe is home to 


less than 5% of the refugees while the 


majority are in developing countries. 
The meagre resources in these 
countries are hardly enough for their 
nationals, let alone refugees. 





Latin America —--1,961;511 
North America 1,447,177 
Berope «(825,487 

ae 110, 0487 


Oceania 


Within the last decade, the number of 
people fleeing repression and 
persecution has increased globally, 
mainly because in many parts of the 
third world the process of militarisa- 
tion has been intensified by repressive 
regimes. Western governments have 
had direct and indirect involvement in 
this process for their own economic 
benefit and military interests. This has 
resulted in many third world 
governments perpetrating gross 
human rights violations and 
widespread indiscriminate repression 
the consequences of which are almost 
always borne by other third world 
countries which are adjacent to the 
areas of conflict. Only a fraction of 
this large refugee population comes to 
the West seeking asylum. 


The number of asylum seekers 
granted refugee status by Britain has 
decreased from 64% to 32%, the rest 
being given Exceptional Leave to 
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Remain (ELR). Organisations 
working with refugees maintain that 
the Government is in effect moving 
the goal posts and the vast majority of 
those asylum seekers given ELR 
should be recognised as refugees. The 
fact that almost 90% of all asylum‘ 
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applicants have been from 
Zaire(3129), Angola(2851), Sri 
Lanka(2128), Pakistan(1545), 
Ghana(1369), Uganda(1081), and 
Turkey(990). Most of these countries 
have long and well-documented 
histories of civil war, repression or 





seekers are allowed to stay in the UK 
means that in all cases the Home 
Office has effectively accepted that it 
is unsafe for them to return. 


Since 1980, the majority (83%) of 
asylum seekers in the United 
Kingdom have arrived from ten 
countries: Iran, Sri Lanka, Iraq, 
Ghana, Ethiopia, Uganda, Turkey, 
Somalia and Poland. Between January 
and May 1991, the largest number of 


widespread deprivation of civil and 
political rights¢ 
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Refugee Statistics 


United Kingdom : Asylum applications and decisions 1980 - 1989 


1986 1987 1988 
5105 


3775 


1983 1984 

4296 3869 5444 4811 5160 
2950 1984 3730 3972 3439 
1185 649 915 565 439 


1980 1985 
2352 
1767 


1147 


1981 
2425 
2358 

1473 


1982 
4223 
2942 
1727 


New applications 


64% 62% 59% 40% 24% 14% 13% 


2698 2186 
64% 
814 


355 


SRI LANKA ASYLUM SEEKERS IN BRITAIN 


1981 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 TOTAL 


16 380 548 2306 1332 774 340 1513 3620 10861 


- - 2 19 4 
2 13 38 967 


27 «+31 100 19 6 
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA JNA 1411 


10 10 
1913 928 235 


2a 2S 72 

539 562 5191 
72 #7 NA 8 NA 
5030 NA 


INAP - New Applications; RS - Refugee States; ELR - Exceptional Leave to Remaia 
IREF - Refusals; PEN - Pending Applications; NA - Not available 


Source : Refugee Council 





Refugee Arrivals in Britain - 1991 


Sri Lankans Total Refugee 


Source : Refugee Counc! 


TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in August 1991 





SHR 608 


Impunity and the Kokkaddicholai 
Massacre by Civil Rights Movement 
of Sri Lanka; 15th June 1991. 


SHR 607 


Sri Lankan Tamil Refugees in Tamil 
Nadu: survey report 1990. Movement 
For Integration of Refugees and 


xiv, 145p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Education / Access course. 


i PB: Osai 
DESCRIPTORS: Genocide / Tamil Repatriates. i 
Homeland / Killings / Tamils Tables Osai 
SHR 609 DESCRIPTORS: Refugees / Refugee camps | Paris:Kalai Ilakiya Vasakar Vattam, 


Assault on Journalist / Artist Winni 
Hettigoda at the Colombo University: 
Press statement by Students for 
Human Rights, 18th July 1991. 


DESCRIPTORS: Attack on Journalist / 
Attack on Students / Killings / Sinhalese. 


SHR 381 


Tamilila Manavar: Vidutalaip 
Pulikalin Manavar lyakkatin 
Atikarapurva Edu, May 1991. 


Vol.1, No. 2. (Text in Tamil) 


DESCRIPTORS: Education / Human 
Rights / Liberation struggle. 


/ Tamil Nadu 
SHR 380 
Calvikkathir May 15-21 


Jaffna: Department of Education; 
1991. (Text in Tamil) 


DESCRIPTORS: Education / Social Science 


PB: EDUCATION 


Inner London Access Courses 
1991-1992 


London: London Four Open College 
Network; 1991. 


1991. 


Vol.2, issue 3, No.7 (Text in Tamil) 


DESCRIPTORS: TAMILS / FRANCE / 
CULTURE / POETRY 
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Music Treat at the Thamil House 


Thamil House at 720, Romford Road Manor 
Park, London E12 has of late become centre 
of attraction to those that are interestd in 
Tamil affairs and Tamil related matters, 
besides serving as a meeting point for Tamil 
Medical doctors because of the Medical 
Institute of the Tamils (M.I.0.T.) which is 
housed there. 


A Carnatic vocal recital by Mrs Kulabhooshani 
Kalyanaraman of the Indian Radio fame, took 
place at the Tamil House on the 23rd of 
August at 7pm. The recital which was 
organised by the music lovers of East London 
proved to be a memorable one. The recital 
which lasted a solid two hours was so 
rapturous that the audience was riveted to the 
singer from the word go. The careful selection 
of songs which was representative of the most 
popular pieces in Telugu, Tamil and Sanskrit, 
the captivating voice of the singer and the 
tranquility that prevailed in the Hall 
contributed to the overall success of the 
programme. 


Mrs Manoharan and Mr. Somasundram 
Desigar ( the Mrdangist) deserve the praise of 
one and all. But for their efforts the Music 
lovers would have lost the opportunity of 
listening to this musician who is a Sri Lankan 
by birth though she is best known for her 
classical purity only in India. It is regrettable 
that the music lovers of East London do not 
easily get an opportunity to listen to South 
Indian musicians whenever they come to 
London. This is because the institutions that 
organise recitals and kachcheries organise 
them at venues which are far away. The 
distance, time and economic factors deter 
people living in the suburbs of London city 
from attending such functions. As if to remove 
the grievance of the East London music lovers 
this kachcheri was organised at a centre close 
to Sri Murugan temple, which enabled many 
music students, music teachers and music 
lovers to attend and relish the music of Mrs 
Kulabooshani Kalyanaraman. 


May we hope that the music lovers of East 
London who afforded us this classic will 
continue to organise recitals of this kind in 
areas such as Walthamstow and Eastham and 
promote Tamil art in these areas. 


REESE PSR ELPA, 


TIC PUBLICATIONS 


CONFERENCE PAPERS: 


o SHR 610 

K.Kanapathipillai 

Education in the Eastern Region. 
DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / Primary 
Education / Secondary Education / Language 
Policy (1955) / Changes in Education 

o SHR 611 

K-P.Seetharaman Chetty 
Displacement of Tamils in the 
Eastern Region. 


DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / Internally 
Displaced Persons / Refugee Needs 


o SHR 612 

Dr.S.Sivasegaram 

Problems of Higher Education and 
Development of the Eastern Region. 
DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / Higher 
Education / Discrimination in Education 

o SHR 613 

Justin Rajendram 


Economic and Administrative changes 
in the Eastern Region. 


DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / State 
Aided Colonisation / Economic Development 
/ Economic Destruction / Tamil Homeland / 
Changes in Boundaries 

SHR 614 


P.Sangaravel 


Changing Profile of the Eastern 
Region. 
15p.,6 tables, 4 maps. 


DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / Climate / 
Natural Resourses / Population / Economy / 
State aided Colonisation / Communication / 
Transport / Power / Education / Health / 


Administration / Employment / Provincial 
Council 


SURVEY REPORT 


o GFL 225 

Employment & Training for Tamils 
living in the Borough of Newham: a 
survey report 
56 tables, charts. 


DESCRIPTORS: London Borough of 
Newham / Survey / Tamils / Men / Women / 
Employment / Education / Training / Business 


Experience 


BREFING PAPER 


o OHR 60 


Day Conference on Human Rights 
Education and International 
Procedures 


4 Maps, 1 table. 
DESCRIPTORS: International human rights 


Instruments / History / East Timor / 
Philippines / Kurds / Eritria 


NEW BOOKS ON SRI LANKA 


o Mahadeva Kopan 

New stories from Sri Lanka. 
Birmingham: Century House;1991. 
ISBN 1873265018. 


o Tambiah Stanley Jeyaraja 

Sri Lanka Ethnic Fratricide and the 
Dismantling of Democracy 

Chicago: University of Chicago,1991. 
(Reprint) 

ISBN 0226789527 


o Hoines Mick 

Farmers, Forests and Fuel Towards a 
new Biomass Energy Strategy for Sri 
Lanka.London: Intermedate 
Technology ; 1991. 

ISBN 1853390895 


o Good Antony 

Female Bridgroom: comparative study 
of life crisis Rituals in south India and 
Sri Lanka.Oxf. U.K. 1991 

ISBN 0198278535 


o Holt John Clifford 

Buddha in the Crown: A Valokites- 
vara in the Buddhist Tradition of Sri 
Lanka. Oxf: U.K: (N-Y.):1991. 

ISBN 0195064186 


o Arasanayagam Jean 

Reddened Water Flows Clear Poems 
from Sri Lanka. Forest books;1991. 
ISBN 0948259965 


ns 


‘Yamil Information is published by Tamil Information Centre, Thamil House, 
720 Romford Road, London E12 6BT. Tel: 081 514 6390 





Tamil Information No. 1 


oo 


